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as I can, ſatisfie you. 

As for his outward Accompliſhments, I ſuppoſe 
you expect not that I ſhould ſay'any thing, you ha- 
ving ſeen him frequently when he was in England,and 
been a Woatnelſs of his excellent, noble, and Princely 


_ D+eportment, 
Nor is it neceſſary to one of your Education and. 


Learning, to have an Account of his Anceſtors, or 
that you be told, that he is the principal Branch of a 
Houle famous in Hiſtory for theſe many hundreds of 


- yeats, and that his Veins flow with the nobleſt Blood 


in the World. However accidental rhele Advanta- 
ces are, yet Heaven was not pleaied they ſhould be 
wanting to a Perſonage it had conſummared to be rhe 
Relief and Support of Chriſtendom, and the Delight 
or Mankind, | 

- Bur *ris his Mind, I know, of which you requie 
a Charatter ; and of that though 'twill be 1impoilible 
tor me to do him Juſtice, yet 1 will endeavour to 1n- 


| form you. | He is, firſt, a Prince of exempluy Tempe- 


rance and Sobriety, and this not becaule his Body can- 
not bear Exceſles, his robuſt and healthy Conttituti= 
on manifeſting the contrary ; but from the ſtrong Im- 
preffion the Beauty of thele Virtues had early made 


and ſtill continue upon his excellent Soul. Nor are 


rhey without their Companions, Modeſty and: Chaſtity, 
wiuch few of bulkier Title do at all regard, and thele 
practiſed to that height, that his Court 1s eiteem d an 


| Academy of good Manners, and his Couriers, by his 
| Example, as lo many Profelfors of Erchics. Beſide 


thele, his benign Temper, his readinels to forgive 
In juries, his tenacious Memuty of Services done, and 
his incomparable Prudence, confider'd in oppoſition 
to the haughty Carriage, the implacable and cruel 
Relentments, the horrid Ingratitude, and the dull 
Lnadviſedneſs of ſome of his Cotemporartes of the 
higher Style, render him ſtill a fit Subject tor the Love 
and Well-wiſhes of every honelt and underſtand- 
INE Man. . 7 
"And yet, that which adds ſt11l to the luſtre of this 
fair train of Virtues, and which ſeems to have the 
fulleſt poſſeſſion of him, is JUSTICE, not that he at- 
tes to be flatter'd with the Title of 71/z, as has been 
done by thoſe who leaſt delerv'd it, and who never 
practiſed it, except it were to ſerve ſome turn, and 
ro preamble a Trepan ; or to avoid fome impending 
canger by a ſpecious ſhew of Reſtitution and Repara- 
tion ; but he has made it the peculiar embelliſhment 
of all the Actions of his Life. Hence it was, that 
upon all the Succeſſes with which his Arms and Con- 
duct have been bleſt, he Never was puft'd up into a 
defire of having any addition fo much as to Is Itle, 
not one City or Town in the Netherlands can com- 
plain of any Infraction upon their Immunities, or any 
Raviſhing of their ancient Privileges, So that though 


3t has frequently been in his power to have aggran- 


diz'd himſelf, after the example of his ill Neighbors, 


(ſome of whoſe curſed Paraſites have yet had the im- 
pudence to tranſcrbe their Maſters Follies of this 


ſort into his Hiſtory, as if he had been guilty of the 
like) yet he always ſacrific'd to Juſtice whatſoever 
Advantages his good Fortune put into his hands, and 
ſcort'd to be great at the coſt his Country ; which 
om the low State wherein he found it when he was 
E ſet at the Head of the Commonwealth, deem'd 
then by one of our beſt Politicians. to have been 
uv\n the point of irrecoverable Declenfion, he has re- 
2iſerted into ſo confiderable a condition, that they 
{cem able to redeem themſelves from a Debt of a hun- 


- dred years ſtanding to our own Nation, This He- 


roical Principle it 1s, that has fet hin ſo high above 
his neighbouring Contenders for G LOR Y, as vile 
Flatterers call it, which is tobe acquir'd by the de- 
populating of Countries, ſtripping Cities and Commu- 
nities of their Rights and Privileges, and the enſlaving 
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N Anſwer to your laſt, wherein you defire me 
to give a Character of our Prince, 1 ſhall, as well 


and unmanning a great part of Mankind. This Con- 
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tempt of Glory (other than what is raiſed upon an ko- 
nourable and juſt Foundation) has in him ennobled. 
the preſent Age with an Example for all ſucceeding 
Potentates in the World, by obſerving of which, 
they may avoid thoſe Exorbitances which have made. 
the fooliſh Aﬀecters of Glory {tink in Chronicle, and 
inſtead of atchieving, fo:looth, immortal Honour, 
have cauled their Names to be ranp'd only in the 
higher Claſs of Robbers and Trouble-worlds : for he. 
unlike to them, ſeems to have made it the truly Glo- 
rzous Deſign of his Life to ſet Mankind at Liberty ; 


and he began early, when baving ſcarce reach'd Man- 


hood, he reſcu'd his Country out of the Jaws of a ra- 
bid Lyger, or which 1s all one, a Popiſh Victor, who 
would have introduc'd upon her that flavery of Body 
arid Soul which ever follows the ſucceſsful Arms of 
a bigotred Idolatrous Conqueror : And, if mens Sins 
hinder nct, and their ſelves be not wanting, why may 
they not hope to ſee this wondrous Bleflins by Provi- 
dence more diffuſive, and not concladed wirkin the 
narrow Boundarics of Belgium, The Theban Hero, 
not content to have aſſerted his Cradle, vindicated 
allo the Nations round about ; for behoiding on one 
nhde a lyrant over-running and deftroyius Al, to 
that degree, that he was fabled to feed his E5:les 
with Mans Fleſh ; and on tother fide the Sea, ano- 
ther with like Title, Priett-ridden into the moſt abo- 
minable and inhuman Idolatry ; he thought *rwas the 
Duty of a good man, though he were not a Patty 
concern d, ( which 1s fillly -urg'd againft our hving 
Hero) to take up the Cauſe of Humanity, and to pull 
'em down. It lucceeded well ; for he ſoon brought 
em both to Realon, and the orateful Pagans voted 
hm a place among their Gods: And indeed thev 
argu'd rightly, confidering their want of Divine _ 
Light ; for what could they ſuppoſe to be liker God 
than he that for no advantage to himſelf, confer'd up- 


on them the molt yaluable (Good in the World, even 


LIBERT Y. 

A Branch of this Virtue of Juſtice he deems to be 
Moderation towards men of another Rel:gion ; and b 
this alſo he has always contradiſtinguith'd himſelf from 
nis more dignified Brethren of the Elbow-Seat ; for 
this he not only profels'd but praftiſed always, Ne- 
ver was he known to be the undoing of a Family, be- 
caule the Father of it could not be of is Mind. No 
man with him 15 Factious, or a Sectary, but he that 
trouvles the Public Tranquility, In the Diſpoſal of 
his Rewards and Favours, regard is only had to the 
Honeſteſt Man. Not but that he 1s well aware, that 
there 15 a Sect of Men in the World, who, be they 
never fo generouſly principled by Nature, yet thei 
Rehlig1on (as they call if) obliging them to an implicir 
beliet ofand obedience to Perlons of wicked Deſigns, 
he allows them with ſome diſcrimination a ſhare in 
his Protection, but truſts them wich great difficulty. 

I ſhould now tell you ſomewhat of his Valour ; but 
it is of a fort more ſublime than has yer appear'd in 
the World, and far above my Pen. The Vigour, the 
Conduct, the Greatneſs, and the Evenneſs of his 
Mind, the ſteady Menage, the Reſolution and Con- 
tempr of Danger, which are either Ingredients to it, 
or comphcated with it, are as inimitable as not to be 
deſcribed. In fine, We have great reaſon to pray, 


"That the Hand which has fo exactly form'd and fi- 


niſh'd this Prince for the Support and Joy of the Uni- 
verſe, would protect and affiſt him in bringing about 
thoſe noble Deſigns tor the Common Good which no- 
thing leſs than a Divine Spirit prompts him to. Our 
Friend at Soeſtdybe 1s pretty well again. 


Hague, Ofob. 12. 
Se. N. T am, SIR, Tours. 

I had forgor to inſtance to you the Exa& D:ſcipline he 

oblerves in his Army ; but if ever you ſee them here 

or elſewhere, you will take his Officers and Souldt- 


ers for no other than well-bred Gentlemen and ho- 
nelt Citizens. | 


\ Tot de Bague, gedzuckt dvz Hang Uerdzaght, 1588, T 
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